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BUDGET SPEECH 


THE HON. C. E. GERHART 





Mr. Speaker: 


In rising to move the motion that you do now leave the Chair 
and that this Assembly resolve itself into a Committee of Supply for 
the consideration of sums to be granted to Her Majesty, Ido so with a 
full appreciation of the responsibilities conferred upon me in my 
recent appointment as Provincial Treasurer. 


In making this motion, I would not wish to proceed further 
without first paying tribue to the Honourable Ernest C. Manning, 
who, in his capacity as Provincial Treasurer, has presented the annual 
Budget Address to you for the past ten years. I know all Members of 
this Legislature will know what I mean when I say that it does not 
make my role as Provincial Treasurer any easier to follow immediately 
in the footsteps of the most able Provincial Treasurer this Province 
has ever had. 


The Honourable Mr. Manning will be long remembered by present 
and future generations of this Province, not only for the achievements 
he brought about in his capacity as Premier, but also for many of those 
lasting contributions made to the economy of our Province as Pro- 
vineial Treasurer from 1945 until two months ago. 


Most of the Honourable Mr. Manning’s major accomplishments 
in the Treasury Portfolio are recent enough to be vividly clear in our 
minds and there is no need for me to detail to you the economic 
measures and programs he instituted for the direct or indirect benefit 
of every citizen of the Province of Alberta. 


When the Honourable the Premier assumed the Treasury Port- 
folio, he did so at a time when our economy was more or less 
stabilized on a wartime basis, and the effect of a transfer of our 
economy into a disturbing and questionable peace-time period, seemed 
impossible to forsee or calculate to any definite degree. The following 
years soon showed that he not only was capable of making this 
changeover without there being any adverse effect whatever on our 
provincial economy, but, within a very short time, proved responsible 
for establishing in our Province, a period of prosperity unexcelled 
anywhere in our own country or abroad. ° 


One of his first actions could well be the one most pleasantly 
remembered by future citizens, for, although all of our people today 
have been, and will continue to benefit from his action, future 
citizens of our Province will benefit even more. I am, of course, 
referring to the Debt Reorganization Program which, designed and 
implemented by our Premier, provided for the complete refunding of 
the bonded indebtedness of this Province on a basis which was fair 
and equitable to both the bondholders and citizens generally. 
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Under this unique program, he established an everage coupon 
rate that was the lowest of any Province of Canada, placed the 
debentures on a systematic yearly payoff basis, and made Alberta the 
first Government in Canada, Provincial or Dominion, to serialize its 
total indebtedness and initiate a program of debt retirement under 
which the people will be entirely freed of a burden of annual public 
debt service charges. This program, in itself, surely was a sufficient 
contribution by any one Provincial Treasurer to the present and future 
welfare of the Province to which he dedicated his services. 


However, hardly was this debt reorganization program satis- 
factorily concluded, when the Honourable Mr. Manning turned his 
attention to setting up a broad outline for the proper handling of 
greatly increased revenues which were then starting to accrue to the 
public treasury through the development of the natural resources of 
our Province. 


Under him, a plan was initiated by which the annual budgetary 
provisions were expanded progressively in pace with the economic | 
development of the Province. Of particular note was the part of this 
program under which the municipal governments of Alberta became 
direct beneficiaries in the added wealth available to the Province, 
receiving substantially increased unconditional grants, additional funds 
which combined a system of municipal tax reduction subsidies, in an 
effort to reduce the burden on the individual taxpayer, and a system 
of loans at low rates of interest, designed to keep our municipalities 
off the open market. 


During his ten years as Provincial Treasurer, the Honourable Mr. 
Manning achieved a marked degree of success in keeping an excellent 
balance between the needs of our people in terms of essential public 
services, and the financial resources of our Province. More towards 
this end could not have been done by any one man within the 
restrictive framework of our present monetary system. 


The Budget I am presenting today reflects the tremendous growth 
and development taking place in this Province. The estimates for 
the coming year far exceed, in both revenue and expenditure, the 
forecast of any previous year. Revenues for the coming year are 
estimated at $177,441.515. Expenditures during the same year are 
expected to total $179.963,072. Statutory requirements will be another 
$43,000,000, or a total expenditure of $222,963,072 as compared with 
$204,949,712 for the present year, an increase of $18,013,360. 


The following statement shows in a condensed summary, the 
total expenditures proposed and the amount allocated to each of the 
various Major services. 


GERHART 


C.°E. 


THE HON.’ 





























%00'00T ZL0'E96'CEZE GBE'SSTLS —LGV'STT‘OSZ$ GOO'LETTOTS ZGB*LLE' BETS rn LANaNd 'TVLOL 
6Z°6T 000‘000°EFS 000: 000'E7$,..000-000 873 2 Sry Ss ee ee ee ea SNVOT TV.LOL 
cr QO0°000 Te, Seg 000‘000'T COR 000 TS AE ats So te ee puny SUIATOASY suvO'T sIopvo}soUlOH] 
1G Sa 0000009) RS 000'000'S DOC 000 tsa TS Se ee ee ee pun SuLsfoacy uoHoyTyoo[y [BINyY 
S7St 300000008 SS 000'000 08 = G0G-000'bes Sie, OA aS puny suvoy ommppuedxy [eyidep pedrorunyy 
FU - 0000002888 wa so DO0000'2) $° OOO000L aS es “Se OS ea os a ae souoyqdeoy, }UOUTUIEAOE) BI0qTY 

SNVOT AYOLALV.LS 

YIL08 SLO'CIG'GLTS GBSEST'LS  LGP'STT'LBTS GOO'LES'BSE SSB'LLE BETH rn SALVNILSA TV.LOL 
ceGZ -GISTTS'9G §~=— OOS “SzE CS LES OS Ss OPE VL Oss O66 COL OI ee ee ee ees speoy oNIsIq pue sKemysty 
68" OL6866. 10> 3 ge OL6'S66T  00S'F6F O46 668 Wie. ees oe oS ee s[eiouly, pue Sout] 
SO ona ce ce Ba C2Z'ShL€  ——- OOT OF SOL SOL Soe eg Bee ce ee ee ge 8180107 Pu’ Spuvy 
06" O90 10 Gass se O89 S10 a oe 089 S10 Gee om ae ee sITeyY OTMOUCOY ‘Inoqey] puv seLtysnpuy 
Cio S23 00 Linon i ere OOL'SZPIT — 000'0T O04 Cie We Se ee Sl a ak AmMseorL, 
Oru, Sanioyenit 3 oe CIO PSV TL @ MGC Live S20 COb Fol io. Oe ee shVMIIeY PUB SYIOM OTGNG 
97 GEILE GEFTOSZS O909Z6TT  000SF | O00 (88 LL eo 'G 2 | Nae ea eee oreo M OTqNg 
RE Td Q00e ZZ EEe OOTRCL S* OOS SIS he BOOP uOO'S. e000 GORSG Lei eS ee em WHTeeH ONgng 
CT" CLO HOR et eae M6 Lo yey ee CLG L6G wh a ae) A ee ArE{OINOG [BIOULACIT 
1g” OLS'OET'T 00S‘28Z OL8 LTP I me tect OLS Lh Le ices Sb) ce eee fn ee as ee siregy [ediorun yy 
GCOT SP8'r689E  OS7'TOS S66 999 28 Gs OOeor0 Gt =S60 0IP SE me a erg SUIUTvIT, [BUOT}VOOA PUB UOLeONPA 
Wh 208 60tr & Pe GE L607) Sas OLE LOOPS eS Bo ee eal Terousn Aoui0}V 
sre  es‘000'2  — 000‘9TT Gee SILL | OOLD0S Bk See 600 Ga te See er ee sooMosoy 1048 pu OINI[NOLISV 
66° O1Z 10'% 000°%Z G12 622%: SS OIG ete ae ee way UOr}EpsiseT pue [loUNOD oarpNdexy 

%1V% o00'se9'y $ OOSOFS $$ OOS'GEs’G $M QOD COS O: TXB ae ay. — ge PO pee ee ee qed ONqNG 

[®1O.L ONUsADY yunoovy 4unodv0V 

eseyus0I9g 49N ul popnyoul [®3O.L [eyidey euloouy DOIAIOG 

you S}usUL 


-oSINQUITAI SSa'T 


9961-SS6I-SULVWILSa 


6 BUDGET SPEECH OF 


ce i aha TG 


Please notice that the Budget on Income and Capital account 
shows a deficit of $2,521,557 and that inclusive of statutory com- 
mitments, it will be necessary to use $45,521,557 from accumulated 
surplus of former years to provide for the estimated expenditures. 


The Government has been criticized for accumulating surpluses, 
while at the same time, demands for increased expenditures and the 
abolition of some sources of revenue have been persistent. This 
attitude is not new. It is evidenced by the following quotation from 
a budget address delivered in 1895 by Sir Vernon Harcourt — “With 
each year, new expenditures are demanded from all sides for every sort 
of thing, and at the same time these increases of expenditures are 
suggested, the abolition of some source of revenue is attempted”. The 
practice persists you observe. 


To provide a background whereby we may better appraise the 
Budget proposals for the coming year, may I deal briefly with some 
of the important factors relating to the development of our economy. 


AGRICULTURE 


In the field of Agriculture, the year 1954 was disappointing to 
many Alberta farmers. The 1954 crop season was one of the wettest 
and most backward on record. From April 1st to August 30th, 
temperatures averaged 3.8 degrees below the normal, while during 
September and October, the temperatures ranged substantially above 
the normal, the latter permitting harvesting of much grain that was 
at first given up as lost. The incidence of hail was widespread, and 
total losses were above average, but below those incurred in 1953. 


The average yields of the 1954 major crops of the Province 
were — wheat, 16.2 bushels; oats, 31.4 bushels, and barley, 22.9 
bushels, and were below the 1908-1953 forty-five year average of 
wheat, 18.2 bushels; oats, 34.5 bushels, and barley, 25.6 bushels. 
These years should also be compared with the bountiful years of 1951, 
1952 and 1953, when the average yields were wheat, 25.4; oats, 48.1, 
and barley, 33.6 bushels per acre. 


Notwithstanding the smaller crop, serious marketing difficulties 
were experienced during the congestion of marketing facilities. This 
congestion arose largely because of the surplus carry-overs of the 
1951, 1952 and 19538 crops. 


The following tables compare in detail the quantities and values 
of Agricultural production for the crop years 1953 and 1954: 
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FIELD CROPS 




















1953 1954 
Production Production 
Bushels Value Bushels Value 

Pe Ses CS a aire Sed ee eter 

Wheat.....------- se econ gang cere? 2 Mk eon Mier, Saree 163,000,000 $244,500,000 95,000,000 $128,250,000 
he ae Beggs mace gee nagevnones 112,000,000 61,600,000 74,000,000 51,800,000 
SSE ae SOR oe eee ee nen ere ee 108,000,000 89,640,000 70,000,000 65,800,000 
1h ee at een ea ee eee eee 9,700,000 7,372,000 4,000,000 4,000,000 
PMSF Baht SW a Pee ae Ii 2,821.000 1,975,000 3,084,000 2,529,000 
ine. Spools Rl Bs a ee Se Soe Eee 2,000.000 4,740,000 2,150,000 5,375,000 
Forage Grop Seed -..-...---.-----.-----2--1--+ 6+ tno 4,698,000 3,497,000 
Spec a ee ee eee mene 2,757,000 3,529,000 1,900,000 2,660,000 

Tons Tons 
Bugar Heets -...22.-...-22 RASASAAS ee sete S 422,281 6,009,000 440,000 6,160,000 
miherVecetablesws ss) nett St ties t A 1,974,000 3,050,000 
rp eyaacey EIS a alee a te eae 2,600,000 32,500,000 2,000,000 24,000 000 
Miscellaneous ‘Cropst...------2.2-2--2.-2-t2--2--2--2e0-o--=2= 7,467,000 5,869,000 
TOTAL value Field Crop Production..........-.-- $466,004,000 $302,990,000 
A Decrease of $163,014,000 
LIVESTCCK MARKETED 
1953 1954 
Number Value Number Value 
(US) Spe RR es ee ee OE ee 471,634 $ 67,020,000 552,296 $ 74,245,000 
Paceline Ne Soe RE ON Be renee tense 113,676 6,323,000 123,732 6,133,000 
Sheep and Lambs... .......-..----.----------------<---<-------+ 112,523 1,834,000 117,459 1,801,000 
rrr eet res wie, Bok) 25 ears aes ee 1,432,438 66,659,000 1,476,249 66,830,000 
Ute tei Wav ULL @ eee ee cee oe nee ence be ctost $141,836 ,000 $149,009,000 
An Increase of $7,173_000 





LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS 





1953 1954 
1 [SC pa bo oe Gy © a ae ee $37,876,000 $38,485,000 
BRT ePOCU CUS cs ie: a= —aos ao ended Stree ons 29,047,000 25,122,000 
OPN Ae CULES See, © ce Soe ee le ee 563,000 462,000 
iPscoya | sete tae ae a a eee 754,000 819,000 
Dawe [rarer 5 AER 8 eee ee err 2,651,000 2,481,000 
Gta YEN Te ea ee ee ee $70,891,000 $67,369,000 


A Decrease of $3,522,000 


——— 


SUMMARY 





1953 1454 
LIL CPOD Sse <2, weasel te Se ees. aac ee ee ee $466,004,000 $302 990,000 
MEV BRLOO KA INAT KOCOG. hcoa-cac-seeenestebecearedeoawae seus <ae 141,836,000 149,009,000 
MEE O REC DCO CES oe cn annem ennce enna cae mnnnese reer atee 70,891,000 67,369,000 





REY WONG) 85 ee ee ence eee $678,731,000 $519,368,000 
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While the above summary records the total value of agricultural 
production as $519,368,000, the cash income of the farmers was 
very much less, due to a substantial percentage of that production 
being used by the farmers in the feeding of their own livestock and 
poultry. The actual cash income of Alberta farmers in 1954 is 
presently calculated to be $394,102,000, a decrease from 1953 of 
$97,427,000. , 


With reference to irrigation, power development and flood control, 
as previously indicated, the year 1954 was one of abundant supply of 
water, and in some areas, there was an over-supply, which caused 
considerable hardship due to flooding of arable land. The flow in some 
of our northern rivers was the greatest on record, and in the case 
of the Red Deer, North Saskatchewan, Pembina, Macleod and 
Athabasca, some damage to property and lands occurred. 


During the year, irrigation water was delivered to the Medicine 
Hat area for the first time. In the year 1955, it is hoped to complete 
what is known as the “low line’ canal of the St. Mary-Milk River. 
Development, and a start will be made in the coming year on the 
“high line” canal to follow up the work of the Prairie Farmers Re- 
habilitation Act, in securing additional water supply from the Water- 
ton and Belly rivers. 


By the end of the 1955-56 season, the Province of Alberta 
will have invested some $16,500,000 in the distribution system of the 
St. Mary-Milk River development. This project stretches from Mag- 
rath on the West, to Medicine Hat on the east, a distance of 120 miles. 
This far-reaching development has been accomplished in co-operation 
with the Government of Canada, which has expended a similar amount 
on the main diversion works. 


In the year 1958, the total production from 730,000 acres of 
irrigated land was valued at $32,700,000. Under present plans, another 
180,000 acres will be brought under irrigation in the immediate 
future, bringing the total to 910,000 acres. 


Land levelling equipment again has been provided by this 
Government to help bring some of the rough land up to a reasonable 
standard for irrigation. This equipment is provided to the farmers 
at cost. All surveying and supervision for the land levelling is 
provided to the farmers as a free service. 


The Calgary Power Company completed and put into service, the 
22,000 H.P. Bearspaw hydro-electric dam on the Bow River, just 
upstream from the City of Calgary. A new 30,000 H.P. generating 
unit was added to the Ghost plant on the Bow River. 


Construction of the Western Block of the Bow River Irrigation 
project continued in 1954 near Enchant. Some 6,300 acres of land 
are now “under the ditch” in this area for the first time. Engineer- 
ing and surveying services are being provided for the new irrigation 
farmers of the Western Block of the Bow River Development as well 
as for the St. Mary-Milk River settlers. 


RURAL ELECTRIFICATION 


5 In the statutory estimates for the fiscal year 1955 - 56, a further 
$5,000,000 will be allocated to the revolving fund for Electrification. 
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During 1954, approximately 6,300 more farms were electrified, bring- 
ing the total number now electrified to 30,504. In addition, there are 
4,655 non farm customers, for a total of 35,139 connections. 


As at December 31, 1954, a total of $9,361,950 has been lent, 
and during the same period, $583,792 had been repaid, leaving a 
balance outstanding of $8,778,058. 


It is expected that from four to five thousand additional con- 
nections will be made in 1955. 


NATURAL RESOURCES 


A steady expansion of the potential oil and gas production and 
progress toward obtaining markets for surplus natural gas, have 
been outstanding developments of the past year. 


Alberta’s oil production averaged 240,312 barrels daily, for a 
total production of 87,713,855 barrels of crude oil for the year. Gross 
value of this oil is $227,872,548. This compares with the production 
of 76,816,383 barrels in 1953, valued at $193,118,494. 


The number of active petroleum and natural gas leases at the 
end of the year was 23,207, consisting of 17,525,458 acres. There 
were 512 reservations totalling 27,071,282 acres. Natural gas 
licenses issued, including 15 Crown Reserve licenses totalled 25, and 
comprised 694,869 acres. The 163 natural gas leases issued during the 
year contained 853,800 acres. 


An increase in refinery capacity on the Pacific Coast and in 
Southern Ontario was responsible for most of the increased oil 
demand. New refineries were opened at Ferndale in the State of Wash- 
ington, and at Kamploops in British Columbia. Capacities of re- 
fineries in the Vancouver area are being increased. Refinery capacity 
in the Sarnia area of Ontario has also been increased. 


The wet season and resulting terrain conditions during the 
summer months, kept appraisal of previous discoveries and the search 
for new sources of oil and natural gas production at a minimum. 
Conditions were particularly bad in the Pembina and Sturgeon Lake 
areas. It was not until the last three months of the year that develop- 
ment work at Pembina reached the proportions expected when the 
importance of the discovery was first realized. In those three months 
ninety wells were completed, and at the end of the year over fifty 
drilling rigs were in the field. 


Although weather conditions had an adverse effect on explora- 
tion, a number of important discoveries were made. In many cases, 
the importance is due, not only to the finding of new reserves, but 
to the nature of the reservoir in which the reserves are located, or the 
area in which the discovery is made. North of Rocky Mountain 
House, discovery well twelve miles apart have found oil in the 
Cardium Sandstone, which has a higher gravity than that of the 
Pembina field, indicating the possibility that a second major oil 
accumulation in this formation may have been discovered. 


In the north, a discovery of light crude was made between 
Valleyview and High Prairie. The source of this oil is a formation 
older geologically than any other from which commercial oil pro- 
duction has previously been obtained in the province. 
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In the south, a well drilled high in the Livingstone Range within 
ten miles of the British Columbia border, has obtained a substantial 
flow of natural gas from the Rundle limestone. North of Edson, an 
explatory venture found a thick reef of the type that produced the 
Leduc, Redwater and Bonnie Glen fields. Although the discovery 
was found at too low an elevation to be oil bearing, its presence lends 
credence to the theory that the area between Pembina and Sturgeon 
Lake is one of great possibility for those engaged in the search for new 
oil and gas reserves. : 


Among other discoveries during the year, were a number which 
have added materially to previously proven gas reserves of the 
province. A number of these were in the Calgary area and have led 
to a resumption of drilling activity in that part of the Province. 


Gas production during the year totalled 135,545,629,000 cubic 
feet, compared with 113,960,664,000 cubic feet in 1953. Of this 
total, 80,898,817,000 cubic feet were marketed in Alberta and 
7,646,376 cubic feet were exported. Gas is being injected into the 
Leduc formation at Golden Spike to maintain the reservoir pressure. - 
During the year 2,265,822,000 cubic feet of gas were injected. 


Three gas processing plants were completed during the year. 
The largest of these is in the Bonnie Glen field. This plant will 
process 20,000,000 cubic feet a day from Bonnie Glen, Wizard Lake 
and Glen Park fields. Smaller plants have been built at Acheson 
and Big Valley. 


SULPHUR 


During the year sulphur production at Jumping Pound and 
Turner Valley totalled 22,320 short tons, an increase of 4,022 tons 
over the 1953 production. The plant at Jumping Pound has been 
enlarged from a capacity of thirty tons per day to eighty tons. 
Metallurgical refining plants in the North-west Territories and 
Northern Saskatchewan are providing a rapidly-growing market for 
this sulphur. A sulphuric acid plant to be erected at Fort Saskatche- 
wan will expand the market. 


SALT 


Salt for domestic, agricultural and industrial markets comes 
from the Plant at Elk Point. Production was 28,250 tons compared 
with 25,182 tons in 1958. Much of the increase was due to the 
growing demand for fused salt, of which 8,560 tons were produced 


for use on highways, box-car refrigeration and other industrial 
purposes. 


; The caustic soda and chlorine plant at Duvernay completed 
its first year of operation with a production of 3,000 tons of caustic 
soda and 2,250 of chlorine. The market for these products extends 
from the Lakehead to the interior of British Columbia. The chemicals 
are obtained from common salt produced from wells at Duvernay. 


COAL 


In common with other coal producing areas of the continent, 
the Alberta coal industry continued to lose markets to other fuels. 
Coal production in 1954 was 4,859,136 tons, a decrease of 1,058,287 
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tons from the production of 5,917,423 tons in 1953. Several of the 
larger mines have discontinued operations and a committee is aiding 
in the absorption of miners into other industries. 


LANDS AND FORESTS 


The demand for homesteads continues at a steady pace with 
1,156 applications being received during the past year. The number 
of homestead leases in force is 6,463. This is 223 more than in 1953. 


Close to 3,000,000 acres are now under grazing leases and 400,000 
acres under cultivation leases. Another 389,000 acres of public and 
school lands are held under 2,637 agreements of sale. 


During the past year 354,000 thousand board feet of lumber, 
1,033,279 railway ties and 15,125 cords of pulpwood were cut and 
removed from Alberta forests. The total value of these products is 
estimated at $17,761,000, as compared with $20,044,000 in the previous 
year. 


During 1954 the commercial eatch of fish totalled 7,807,500 
pounds, with a dealer’s market value of $1,168,000. The catch was 
less than in 1953, but had a slightly higher value. Of this amount 
approximately 3,079,000 pounds of fish, valued at $651,600, were 
exported from the Province. 


INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 


Records were made by many cities and towns during the year 
in the number of new building permits issued, which reflected the 
industrial development and economic progress taking place in Alberta. 
Considerable plant extensions were made also and I draw your atten- 
yon to the trend to open branch warehouses in the Province of 

erta. 


New industries under construction, or completed, totalled 
twenty-four. The cost of these enterprises exceeds forty-eight million 
dollars. 


During the past year 1,177 Alberta companies, representing 
Capital in excess of $93,897,000 were incorporated, and during the 
same period 201 outside companies were registered, with estimated 
expenditures in Alberta exceeding $34,667,000. 


CO-OPERATIVE ACTIVITIES 


As at December 31, 1954, there were 339 Rural Electrification 
Co-operatives, 109 Consumer Co-operatives, 80 Livestock Marketing 
and Feeders Co-operatives, 43 Grain, Seed, Feed, Dairy and Poultry 
Co-operatives, and 56 Co-operatives of a sundry nature, for a total of 
627. This is an increase of 26 over the same date last year. 


The membership in Credit Unions has increased from 35,000 to 
40,000 since December 31, 1953. The assets of the Credit Unions 
increased by $2,000,000 during the year to a total of $9,500,000. 


Loans since the inception of Credit Unions in 19388 exceed 
$39,000,000, and have provided a source of credit to residents of both 
Rural and Urban Communities where ordinary credit services may not 
be readily available. 
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THE ALBERTA HAIL INSURANCE BOARD 


During the year, 10,913 farmers insured 2,001,075 acres of crop 
with a total risk to the Board of $14,846,361. The premiums charged 
for this protection, amonted to $1,280,380, which represents an average 
charge of 64c per acre, or 8.6% of the risk. 


Hail storms occurred on fifty-three days during the summer, 
and damages resulted covering 278,367 acres of crop, with consequent 
loss claims and adjustment expenses totalling $1,094,586. 


After providing for the losses incurred from the year’s operations, 
the reserves and surpluses of the Board total approximately $1,791,000. 


TREASURY BRANCHES 


While the number of depositors’ accounts increased by 490 during 
the year to 60,836 as at December 31, 1954, the total deposits decreas- 
ed by slightly mare than one-half million dollars. This decrease is 
accounted for by the restrictive marketing of last year’s crop. 


During the year ended December 31, 1954, outstanding loans de- 
creased from $20,706,339 to $20,511,307, although the number of 
borrowing customers increased from 4,945 to 5,302. 


Revenues for the fiscal year ended March 31, 1954, totalled 
$1,643,688, which is an increase of $188,504 over the preceding year. 
Administration costs in the same period increased $97,012, providing 
a gross profit of $175,650 as compared with $84,158 for the year 
ended March 31, 1958. 


From the year’s gross profit, a further amount of $148,000 has 
been transferred to the reserve for bad and doubtful debts, which 
now shows a balance of $302,788. 


As at December 31, 1954, there were 48 full time branches, 14 


sub-branches and 91 agencies in operation, with a staff of 3638 
employees. 


GOLDEN JUBLIEE CELEBRATION 


In 1882 the name Alberta was first given to a district of the 
Northwest Territories by John Campbell the Marquis of Lorne, the 
fourth Governor General of Canada, after his wife Her Royal Highness 
the Princess Louise Caroline Alberta, the youngest daughter of Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria. Then on September 1, 1905, the Province of 
Alberta was created out of the District of Alberta of the Northwest 
Territories, together with the western half of the District of Athabasca 
and parts of the Districts of Assiniboia and Saskatchewan. 


By this time those undaunted pioneers who were the founders of 
Alberta had made considerable progress in settling our great Pro- 
vince. To honour these valiant oldtimers, and in commemoration 
OL the inauguration of the Province of Alberta fifty years ago, 
Memorial Auditoriums will be erected to their memory, one for the 
southern part of the Province, to be located in Calgary, and one for 
the northern part of the Province, to be situated in Edmonton, and 


Golden Jubliee Celebrations will bec: ine 
didin be ithiereean Gece ill be conducted throughout the Province 


THE HON. C. E. GERHART 13 


Keynote of the celebrations will be the honouring of those 
pioneer citizens who came to this part of Western Canada either in 
1905 or prior to that inauguration year. To these people will go 
the sincere tribute for their perserverance in the face of almost 
insurmountable difficulties in the establishment on these western 
plains of a Province which has become a living monument to their 
courage, resourcefulness and tenacity. 


A Jubliee Celebration Committee has been appointed to plan 
the festivities and to assist municipalities in their celebration 
arrangements. 


As a matter of information which may be of interest, I am show- 
ing a few comparisons of Alberta then and now: 








1905 1955 

Population cccoss ee ee ante tees 166,000 1,024,000 
Total Provincial Budget ----..--..------ $ 1,968,425 $222,963,072 
Number of cultivated acres_..-...-...- 968,000 21,951,000 
Value of Agricultural products ....$16,428,000 $519,368,000 
Coalproductsitons)== =e 1,385.000 4,859,000 
Value of Fish Production..__-.......--- $ 59,300 $1,168,000 
Value of Fur Production....-........... $ 880,000 $3,560,334 
Value of Lumber Production.......-.- $ 798,000 $17,761,000 
Value of Petroleum Production -... nil $227 872,548 
Number of School pupils..-.--..-------- 24,254 210,000 
Number of School Teachers -.------.- 729 7,450 





PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 


The Public Accounts for the fiscal year which ended March 31, 
1954, have been tabled and released to the Press, and provide the 
Members of this Legislature, and the Public generally, with detailed 
information concerning the financial operations of the Province. 


The overall surplus on ordinary and capital accounts, and after 
making statutory loans, is $22,614,060. The variance between the actual 
and the estimated amounts is accounted for mainly by increases in oil 
revenues derived from sale of leases, royalties, rentals and an additional 
$2,500,000 accruing to Alberta under the Dominion-Provincial Tax 
Rental Agreement. 


The full details of Revenue and Expenditure appear in the Public 
Accounts on pages 43 to 56 inclusive, and it is therefore unnecessary 
for me to deal with them at this time. 


CURRENT FISCAL YEAR 


The interim financial statement covering the period from March 
81, 1954 to December 31 of the same year, has been prepared, and 
has been made available to the Honourable Members of this Assembly. 


That statement shows total expenditures, inclusive of statutory 
loans, of $164,983,046, and total revenues of $150,462,002, resulting in 
a net outlay of $14,521,044, which it is necessary to withdraw from 
the accumulated surplus of former years. 


It is now estimated that for the full fiscal year ending March 


14 BUDGET SPEECH OF 
In Ss SA 


as compared with the estimated overall deficit of $47,634,247 forecast 
in the Budget Address of March 5, 1954. 


This improved position is accounted for mainly as follows :— 


Original Revised 
Estimate Estimate Increase 
Tax Rental Agreement.........-.-------------------------sconeersesrroe eterna $33,150,000 $35,200,000 $ 2,050,000 
Oil Revenues (including lease sales, Royalties fees and i 
Tera Ge Lig) accel cg te a crc eg ra Rene 53,550,000 78,500,000 24,950,000 


$86,700,000 $113,700,000 $27,000,000 





PUBLIC DEBT 


A further reduction in the Public Debt as at December 31, 1954, 
is shown in the following comparative statement: 


PUBLIC DEBT 


Net Guaranteed 


Year ended Net Funded Debt Debenture Debt Unfunded Debt Total Debt 
ee 
Marchial, 19362... eee $142,941,031 $5,672,358 $18,413,755 $167 ,027,144 
March ol. 1040 Seen 142,926,186 5,022,516 8,573,071 156,501,273 
March). 19452 ee 138,821,431 3,941,644 7,396,744 150,159,819 
March: 3i1950Mw ee eat 121,165,894 32,000 9,402,793 130,600,687 
Marchiol, 1O51=. See 100,596,538 26,000 11,207,594 111,830,132 
Marchssi 195224 eee ee 97,742,487 4,000 2,690,603 100,437,090 
Marchi ll O5 5.2 ieee ee es 94,801,037 2,000 2,649 387 97,452,424 
Marchal: L054. 2 ce ecnnce eine ees 91,781,654 2,000 2,566,083 94,349,737 


December 31,.1954.2 2522... 88,684,211 1,000 2,500,000 91,185,211 





This reduction of $3,164,526 during 1954, reflects the continued 
orderly reduction of our public debt by the retirement of maturing 
debentures. 


The Honourable Members will note that using the latest available 
census estimates prepared by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics, the 
per capita debt is now $89.05, based on a population of 1,024,000, as 
compared with a per capita debt of $216.15 as at March 31, 1936. 


As at December 31, 1954, the following cash and investments were 
held by the Province: 


Cashin BO ea ee SEER ee eee eee $ 21,247,713 
Bonds t).L 0 Tee At ee ee ee 90,951,607 
Loans to Municipalities: 
Self liquidating, Projectsv Actin. et te eee 19,329,481 
Municipal Capital Expenditure Loans Act.............----- 54,139,728 
Rural Wlectrification Act. 22 eee 8,778,058 


Loans to Alberta Government Telephones .................------- 40,845,992 


$235,292,579 


The sum of $4,695,000 is provided in the Estimates for the normal 
debt service charges next year. Of this amount, $2,783,000 is allotted 


for the retirement of debentures maturing and $1,912,000 for the pay- 
ment of interest. 
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ESTIMATES — FISCAL YEAR ENDING MARCH 31, 1956 


May I now direct the attention of the Assembly to the estimates 
of revenues and expenditures for the fiscal year which will end March 
31, 1956, copies of which have been tabled and made available to all 
Honourable Members. 


The estimated budget requirements are summarized as follows: 


Mstinated. Levenue—INCOMe,ACCOUNH: | sis--b e-eecsenepcene eek RE ee esse eee $171,875,115 
mtiniatedakeventio—-Capital A CCOUM G0 eesccc cece sneer pc cee ope ee seeedeeserewewnee 5,566,400 
$177,441,515 
Estimated Expenditure—Inmcome Account _ .....---.----------------:--e-cseeceeeneneeeeeeeeeeeenneee $121,725,467 
Estimated Expenditure—Capital Account  —----.-----.2-------2----2-scnecenennnee sees enneene 58,237,605 
179,963,072 
Metimated Deficit—Income and Capital Accoumts © -..-.-22co ccc cece cece cee reece ene eres ene eee $ 2,521,557 
eyes EEL ELL COTY DO EUY, ELC 10 (6 aim mre ee Ne aa a ccc enecnce ate ahs et enone 43,000,000 
Amoungito be proviced from accumiulated?surpluses’ "9 9.2 kei 2 ioe eect cee cece csee et cerennenoene= $ 45,521,557 


The estimated revenue by departments on Income Account are 
shown in the following table, which, for comparison purposes, also 
shows the figures for the current year. 


REVENUE—INCOME ACCOUNT 





Estimates Estimates Increase 
Department 1955-56 1954-55 Decrease * 

BREST UT NG LGC ULITE 1 beet Re ee es gc Rance eres $ 1,065,000 997,100 $ 67,900 
Tyo TRE AWO) A! OD ets ea AR I co Tete 2 A AM eh ee ta DES 12,365 11,065 1,300 
Apriculture and: Water Resources. -.. 2-2 -.2not ns eemeccnne een 511,075 501,700 9,375 
BASU OTTO CC RTE DN Ne a ee te soe Bene ea ed ee eS 3,499,550 2,931,500 568,050 
PETTY CSC ET OT ements emer Semmens cali ar ee eh tre rebecca ce ee tee treet eae 259,300 257,400 1,900 
UII POUL ING DEW Ugo): ote Ja deme eae ane ye ei pice eye eee 98,000 56,500 41,500 
VERE NTA BD(GH EN SPO Cel ap ota 2 att ee fle oh cd gine ae RAR ee 21,449,000 20,939,800 509,200 
i elallngs TRI@ENTA Dy <eessce sees. tee ees ra emsteartaiak tae demilealiih Vae8 Fee p leet 2 wee Res 1,406,625 1,238,600 168,025 
Tewdley hen, Wiel oa pee cgets abas Lt, S da a lca Re 283,450 275,100 8,350 
Treasury—Govt. of Canada Subsidies...............-..--..-------------------- 2,190,000 2,150,000 40,000 
Treasury—Tax Rental Agreement............--------------------se---00--2-=-- 33,100,000 31,000,000 2,100,000 
Thgepcig yy” Se ee ee er ore eee ee emer 24,361,350 21,744,800 2,616,550 
LATS UDICSTA TIO bls DO OULT munae He eee ee ee ence 292,900 265,100 27,800 
| NYS H VOT T OR De AB EIU Ppa iat wana tp ees Ree tee ee. Pe aia I 34,000 4,000 30,000 
RAC seati Cla OLES tSe ae ee, 5 ed ced O88 A et he Ee co 5,650,000 5,155,000 495,000 
Sibi: cpdval TAO |) een Ss ee oe eee ee 68,069,500 55,252,000 12,817,500 
Jawan. 7) SAA we Ad oes 8 hd SO Oe oe ee eee 9,593,000 9,194,200 398,800 

$171,875,115  $151,973,865 $19,901,250 


A net Increase of $19,901,250 


A careful study of the expected revenue has been made, and while 


care has been taken not to estimate the revenue in excess of what 
may reasonably be expected, 1 am confident that we cannot rely upon 
a surplus. 


The Honourable Members will note that the increased revenue 
is derived entirely from the orderly expansion of the economy of our 
Province, and that no new or increased taxes, licenses, or other levies, 
are employed. 
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The following table indicates the percentage of total revenue 
derived from each of the main sources of revenue: 


Actual Actual Actual Estimated Estimated 
1951-52 1952-53 1953-54 1954-55 1955-56 
Oe ee a See 
Tax Rental Agreement......------------------------= 18.23 22.26 16.20 21.81 20.53 
Fuel Oil Tax—Car and Truck Licenses... 15.92 14.79 13.10 18.51 16.92 
Alberta Liquor Control Board -....-.-.------- 10.62 9.17 7.36 9.87 9.02 
Natural Hesouroee tate cornrows 37.68 41.24 52.25 39.75 42.89 
All other sources — ~-----------------#--------0-0--° 17.55 12.54 11.09 10.06 10.64 
ee ee 


100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 





Actual percentages are shown for the first three years and 
estimated percentages for the present uncompleted fiscal year, and 
for the coming year. 


The anticipated increases in Revenue are mainly accounted for by 
the following items: 


Item 





Petroleum and Natural Gas: 


Sale of Leases and Reservations 


Rentals—Fees 


By BU se nea ep nen gree 
Tax Rental Agreements ....----.------.-------- 
Birch Ort Pee se ea ae Pe es 


Alberta Liquor Control Board 


Automobile and Truck Fees and Licenses 
School Lands—Sales, Rentals, Fees 
Earnings from Investments........------------ 
Tope ulatles, AGties 2s. aoe ee 
Ammusementw 2X eA Cte cece. cere 


All other sources 


1955-56 


wasabi nies hasan Rite ae ate $ 26,000,000 


18,500,000 
17,500,000 
35,290,000 
19,500,000 
15,500,000 
9,587,000 
4,765,000 
6,145,000 
1,940,000 
1,538,000 
15,610,115 


$171,875,115 


1954-55 


$ 18,000,000 
18,000,000 
14,000,000 
33,150,000 
19,000,000 
15,000,000 

9,137,000 
4,065,000 
4,463,000 
1,650,000 
1,509,000 
13,999,865 


$151,973,865 


Increase — 





$ 8,000,000 
500,000 
3,500,000 
2,140,000 
500,000 
500,000 
450,000 
700,000 
1,682,000 
290,000 
29,000 
1,610,250 


$19,901,250 





ee as Oe ee eee ee ee ee SS 
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EXPENDITURES — INCOME ACCOUNT 


The total expenditures on Income Acocunt are estimated at 
$121,725,467 for the coming year. This amount shows an increase 
of $22,087,510 over the amount of $99,637,957 estimated for the 
current year. 


The following table shows next year’s estimated expenditures by 
Departments and for comparative purposes, I have also shown the 
estimated expenditures for the present fiscal year: 











Percentage 
Estimates Estimates Increase of Total 
Department 1955-54 1954-55 Decrease* Expenditure 
Public Debt Charges -..-..-.------------------------- 4,695,000 $ 4,704,880 $ 9,880* 3.86 
PROOMULV. CO OUTI CI co eer ceca rann tee cen ccantease 1,571,125 1,369,055 202,070 1.29 
[LoprG ete phe Maen: BITS Dae Reh BBE ED ve 630,085 598,895 31,190 152 
PErICUIENTOGes = eure et .cbee. 8.229 08 08 OD. RY 2,793,935 2,533,805 260,130 2.30 
EEeCOTMe Val sONner alpen hey eee ee hk Se 4,097,370 3,420,150 677,220 3.37 
LER Aah Re Fete ENS Se eee 34,411,365 22,338,110 12,073,255 28.27 
AGH TEIGU EA LSI S ee eee teen ee caste ane 1,130,370 943,185 187,185 .93 
provincial pecrotary | bos.) 2it TS 327,975 329,390 1,415* 27 
famine tealths:s oes ee ee) ee. ope he eS 23,111,900 18,204,200 4,907,700 18.99 
TGA VW OLIS o.eee coe hE, £5 OE SE SANA 4,361,927 3,554,787 807,140 3.58 
“DRE ERMC, See eg oe ews aes eee ee kee ee 7,120 6,960 160 fe Ys 
Sires ive ee ee 11,412,700 10,733,530 679,170 9.38 
Industries and Labour...... 5. Boe rete ten Lek Oaeas._ 1,189,985 1,039,240 150,745 98 
Pubic’ W elfare...2 40a RSE i aes 4 9,679,625 8,967,745 711,880 7.95 
Canadian Vocational Training .........-......-....----- 437,280 391,625 45,655 .36 
BUCO TFOMMICPATEALS oe: pecs eee ede este Soca ek $25,675 608,070 217,605 .68 
MATIC STATOR OTCS US a6 eas as fe et a eet 3,705,125 3,309,550 395,575 3.04 
Minesiangs Minerals: 2:1 Airs =. 22th ee 1,499,470 1,053,495 445,975 1.23 
sR, Soe SE ee en ae 15,837,435 15,531,285 306,150 13.00 
$121,725,467 $22,087,510 100.00% 


$99,637,957 


A net Increase of $22,087,510 





The largest departmental appropriation is for the Department of 
Education where provision is made for expenditures totalling 
$34,411,365 or 28.27% of total estimated expenditures. This is an 
increase of $12,073,255 over last year’s appropriations of $22,338,110. 


As for many years past, the bulk of the appropriation for this 
Department is allotted to operational and capital school grants. The 
Government has increased these grants from year to year, not only 
with a view to improving and equalizing educational opportunities in 
all parts of the Province, but also with a view to relieving the burden 
. of school costs on the municipal ratepayer. The first of these basic 
objectives has now been substantially achieved, but the local rates of 
school taxation have constantly risen to the point where effective 
measures must now be undertaken to achieve some control of rising 
costs and some actual reduction in the rates of local taxation. 


To reduce the heavy burden of school costs to municipal rate- 
payers and to make possible more uniform rates of school taxation 
throughout the Province, total school grants have been increased by 
$11,600,000 to a total of $29,860,000, not including the Government’s 
contribution to the Teacher’s Retirement Fund. Of this total, 
$18,160,000 will be distributed as operational grants in accordance with 
a revised operational school grants formula. $4,500,000 has been pro- 
vided for capital construction grants, and $6,600,000 has been 
allocated to a new school tax reduction subsidy grant. 
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This new additional grant will be paid to districts and divisions 
where the requisition upon municipalities this year is less that the 
requisition in 1994, and where for operational purposes the 1955 
requisition does not exceed a rate of 25 mills on the current assessment. 
Over and above this rate and within certain limitations, further sums 
may be requisitioned for capital expenditures and to recover deficits 
incurred in former years. When these conditions have been met, the 
tax reduction subsidy grant payable in each case will be an amount 
not exceeding the difference between 25 mills and the 1954 requisi- 
tion rate on current assessment, subject to certain adjustments LOY: 
deficits and capital expenditures out of current revenue during 1954. 


A new grant also will be provided for districts and divisions where 
the requisition upon municipalities this year is increased above the 
requisition in 1954. In such instances, the grant payable will be 
limited to 30% of any increase not exceeding five mills on current 
assessment. I wish to emphasize however, that it is the hope and 
expectation of the Government that all districts and divisions will 
adjust their. costs to take advantage of the tax reduction subsidies . 


for the purpose of reducing requisitions upon municipalities. 


In the event a few districts and divisions which may wish to take 
advantage of this new form of assistance in order to reduce requisi- 
tions may find it impossible to qualify because of a sudden and 
abnormal increase in costs over which they have no control, $100,000 
has been allocated for contingency grants which will be distributed 
on a basis of need. 


It is anticipated that the school grants for operational purposes 
provided in the appropriations of the Department of Education will 
closely approximate 50% of the aggregate operating costs of all 
school boards throughout the Province during the ensuing year. 
As a matter of policy, the Government will undertake to augment 
operational school grants by $2,000,000 annually for the next five 
years, in order that the reduced rates of school taxation to municipal 
ratepayers made possible by the very substantial increases provided 
now may be maintained and stabilized in the future. 


As already stated, $4,500,000, an increase of $1,000,000 over 
last year, has been provided for capital grants for new school 
construction. Amendments to the School Buildings Assistance Act 
will be introduced which will increase the rate of grants payable 
under this legislation by $1,000 per classroom. This improved rate 
will meet approximately one-third of the present aggregate annual 
cost of new school construction. Further amendments to the School 
Buildings Assistance Act will provide that school boards may obtain all 
- Sta Oe ae a by debenture from Provincial funds, at a low rate 

interest. 


In connection with the Government’s contribution to the Teachers’ 


BaLSOKOOG Aang the appropriation for this purpose has now risen 


| The grant to the University ‘of Alberta has been increased 
from $1,700,000 to $1,860,000. 7 


be se Hom uoaniy Members and the public generally will be pleased 
a met that the Government has already taken steps to provide a 
school for the education of our deaf children within the Province. 
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The sum of $125,000 is included in the Department of Education for 
the operation of this school, which, at the present time, is under 
construction by the Public Works Department. 


The allotment to the Department of Pubic Health will total 
$23,111,900, which is an increase of $4,907,700 over the current 
year’s budget and represents 18.99% of the total income account 
expenditures. 


To further assist municipalities in meeting the cost of Hospital 
and Medical Services, Hospital grants have been increased from .70c to 
$1.00 per patient day. Grants to local authorities have been increas- 
ed from 50% to 60% of the necessary cost of providing hospital 
services. In keeping with the policy of subsidizing essential Public 
Health Services and bringing them within the financial reach of the 
largest possible number of people, the Government is requesting 
legislation during the present Session whereby the Government will be 
authorized to enter into agreements with Medical Services Incorpor- 
ated and/or Insurance Companies, under which the Government will 
bear approximately one-third of the cost of medical services insurance 
policies which will be offered to all residents of the Province on a 
voluntary basis. 


Increased payments will be made to hospitals for the hospitaliza- 
tion of Government pensioners and maternity cases. The Government 
will continue to assume all costs of hospitalization and rehabilitation of 
poliomyelitis suffers and last year’s appropriation of $900,000 has been 
increased to $952,400 for the coming year. 


To indicate to the Honourable Members the amounts involved 
to provide these and other health services financed by the Provincial 
Treasurery, I have prepared the following table: 





Increase 

1955-56 1954-55 Decrease* 
Care of Tuberculosis Patients.........-------------------------------- $ 1,744,350 $ 1,692,800 $ 51,550 
Cancer Treatment (net)...----------------------------20---cnnncnenccnenne nn 288,900 290,900 2,000* 
Maternity Hospitalization _......----------------------------------- 2,554,300 2,300,000 254,300 
Mental Institutions......-.-.-------------------------------------co0-noenens enero 4,609,150 4,031,800 577,350 
Per diem grants to Hospitals ---..-..----..------------------------- 2,826,000 1,390,000 1,436,000 
Hospitalization Grants to Local An bHOVitles e2.c2 3 ese ese tae 3,926,400 2,790,000 1,136,400 
Hospital and Medical care of Pensioners --.-.---------------------------~ 2,810,000 2,650,000 160,000 
Grants to Insuring Companies for Medical Services scheme -.- 1,200,000 nil 1,200,00 
Poliomyelitis Patients. ....--.....---------------------------------reeee 952,400 900,000 52,400 
Hospital Construction Grants. ......---------------------------------ernnronoe 500,000 NOG MOO, ee 
Public Health Laboratory ..-..--.--------------2-t------------eeeoseeceeseneenntennse 283,300 261,100 22,700 
Other Health Services -...----.------------------------------ecerereseecneeeetee 1,416,600 1,397,600 19,000 








$23,111.900 $18,204,200 $4,907,700 





The Treasurery Department will require $11,412,700 next year, 
which is $679,170 more than the estimated requirements for the 
present year which amounted to $10,733,530. The increase is mainly 
accounted for by additional funds becoming available as unconditional 
grants to municipalities under the Municipal Assistance Act, through 
increased revenues under the Fuel Oil Tax Act. As the Honourable 
Members are aware, the Municipal Assistance Act provides that 50% 
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of the net receipts from the ten cent Fuel Oil Tax are distributed 


to all municipalities. Since this Act was passed, the following amounts 
will have been distributed to our Municipalities by March 31, 1956: 


{951-52)). 0 3... wit ALAR ee ene $ 4,665,029 
1Q50-543r Sae a. eh ee ee 5,991,151 
Cis: Goebel ee OeeeeeE  ee 7,385,108 
Ft st eRe RE tan eve us et A 8,534,675 
te ee ee ee Oe eS eee he 9,015,205 

$35,591,168 





The Treasury Branch service requires an amount of $1,621,265 
but it is expected that revenues from this source will total $1,800,000. 
tyrants to various organizations will be made amounting to $229,310, 
which is an increase over the current year of $68,400. 


Substantially increased amounts are required under Income 
Account by the Department of Pubic Works to adequately maintain 
the increased number of publicly owned buildings. The amount re- 
quired will be $4,361,927 compared with $3,554,787, an increase of 
$807,140. 


The Department of Highways has been allotted the sum of 
$15,837,435 for grants towards the construction and maintenance of 
district highways and for the maintenance of Provincial Main High- 
ways. The allocation of this amount is shown as follows: 


Increase 
1955-56 1954-55 Decrease* 
Berries sttials.. otto) hak pte ee ed Snes Bee $ 275,000 $ 4275,000 20) Aa 42 
Maintenance Main Highways Bridges ...........-.....-------.------- — 482,030 496,600 $ 14,570* 
Municipal and Improvement Districts Bridge Constructio 
and Maintenance: 22"... 2 ee eee ee eee ee a 2,300,000 2,000,000 300,000 
Main Highways........ So eae Bes 5 ASS Ee Pee 3,500,000 35500,000) te eanee aes 
District Highway Grants ...........-..-.--.------- Sot. 2 Se 2 oe 7,925,000 6,625,000 1,300,000 
Special Municipal Projects Construction Grants...........-----.....- 250,000 1,630,000 1,380,000* 
Wotor Vemiele Dranclis 6.2. el eee ce, ee 722,635 645,815 76,820 
Other, Dur POS asus eee ee Se 382,770 358,870 23,900 


$15,837,435 $15,531,285 $$ 306,150 








The Honourable Members will note the substantial increase of 
51,300,000 in grants for district highways. These grants will be 
distributed in the following manner: 





1955-56 1954-55 Increase 
Gratits'to Improvement. Districte20) Bate ane $3,300,000 <.$. 3,300,000 9 ')42.2.222 
Grants to'Special Areas < sit Ae ee ee 125,000 125 000. wesc ee 
Grante to Municipal Distritte.: (ieee Ue Te ee 3,000,000 3:000,000 5 tae 


Special Contingencies 


SSR oe tele beeen GY ld eh tee ee 1,500,000 200,000 $1,300,000 


$7,925,000 $6,625,000 $1,300,000 


ifmusimee the last sitting of this Assembly, the Motor Vehicle Branch, 
formerly administered by the Provincial Secretary, has been amalgam- 
ated with the Highway Traffic Board under the jurisdiction of the 
Department of Highways and will be known as the Motor Vehicles 
Branch. It is expected that this move will improve the service to the 


public and will centralize the recording of all automobile and truck 
registrations. 
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An amount of $9,679,625 has been allocated to the Depariment of 
Public Welfare, which is an increase of $711,880 over last year’s esti- 
mate of $8,967,745. The increase is accounted for by an increased 
number of persons eligibie for relief and various allowances. An 
agreement has been negotiated with the Government of Canada to 
share the cost of pensions to disabled persons which Alberta has 
been paying in full for the last twelve months. 


The Department of Agriculture, including the Water Resources 
Branch, has been allotted $2,793,935, as compared with $2,533,305, an 
increase of $260,130. This sum to be voted is required to continue 
the Government’s extensive agricultural program. The Honourable 
Members will note a new vote amounting to $23,320, which is pro- 
vided for research in connection with land utilization. Of further 
interest is the ammount of $226,580 which is provided for land prepara- 
tion in connection with irrigation projects and which indicates the 
progress being made in the Government’s irrigation program. 


The appropriation for the Attorney General’s Department will 
amount to $4,097,370 which is an increase of $677,220 over the 
current year’s estimate of $3,420,150. 


Provision of $20,000 is made to commence operation of a new 
gaol in the Calgary area, and an amount of $90,000 is provided for 
the operation of the new Belmont Rehabilitation Centre for the 
treatment of alcoholism. 


The increased population at the gaols at Fort Saskatchewan and - 
Lethbridge will require $688,785 for the operation of those institu- 
tions, and a further sum of $385,250 will be required for the Bowden 
Institution and Juvenile Offenders Branch. The agreement with 
the Government of Canada for R.C.M.Police services, has been renewed 
at a total cost of $833,000 which is an increase of $149,300. 


The Department of Lands and Forests will require the sum of 
$3,705,125 for next year. This is an increase of $395,575 and is 
necessary to the further implementation of the Forest Preservation 
program, as recommended by the Delehay reports. 


The amount of $1,189,985 has been allotted to the Department of 
Industries and Labour. The expanded program of additional inspec- 
tion services, mainly under the Rural Electrification and Boilers Acts, 
is responsible for the increase of $150,745 over last year’s appropriation 
of $1,039,240. 


The Department of Mines and Minerals has been ailocated 
$1,499,470 for the coming year. This increase of $445,975 over the 
present year is mainly due to an appropriation of $350,000 required 
to make abandoned mining and oil properties safe for the public. 


A further sum of $85,165 is included in the vote for legislation to 
continue the work of the Statute Revision Committee. The total 
vote for Legislation is $630,085 and includes the operations of the 
Provincial Auditor’s office and payment of Sessional Indemnities. 


The Executive Council is allocated $1,571,125, which provides 
for $950,000 for payments under the Public Service Pension Fund and 
$418,100 to carry out the extensive program of the Research Council. 


Further sums amounting to $1,130,370, $327,975, $825,675 and 
$487,280 have been appropriated to the Departments of Municipal 
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Affairs, Provincial Secretary, Economic Affairs and Canadian Voca- 
tional Training, respectively. These sums show a substantial increase 
this vear and reflect the ever-increasing demand for the expansion of 
Government services. Included in the Department of Economic 
Affairs is a new appropriation for $200,000 to assist in the Province- 
wide celebration of our Golden Jubliee, which I mentioned in some 


detail earlier in this address. 


CAPITAL — RECEIPTS 


The estimated capital receipts total $5,566,400 which is an in- 
crease of $224,800 over the amount estimated for the current year. 


The details are as follows: 


RECEIPTS—CAPITAL ACCOUNT 


Estimates Estimates Increase 
Department 1955-56 1954-55 Decrease* 

er ae Pet AA ee ee ee 
Agriculture.......-.---..------------0--cecs----nenceecteceneensnanenncncennenastoneneracsateetnba $ 175,600 $ 131,100 $ 44,500 
Municipal Affairs ...-..----.---.---.--s--creceecencseasecsnerscnsnnnstenenansneannanenenenth 12,000 12,000), Spa eee 
Pili Wier lee cee Ae cea ane a eR Ear ee eee 5,500 5 5OO bem eneeaee 
Nig 115) 2 ee eee nC, enh nnn nL eS 2,146,800 2,007,000 139,800 
Toads ands E OT CSt secs nctecs eee ec eee see eerie ce ad eter eee 215,000 165,000 50,000 
High ways... -..-2.-----2----------0--o-entoneeee conse en seeeneeeccenenenensneeneesecoerenenenenane 3,011,500 3,021,000 9,500* 

$5,566,400 $5,341,600 $224,800 


A net Increase of $224,800 


The Treasury Department’s increased receipts of $139,800 is 


accounted for by increased repayments on loans made to the Alberta 
Government Telephones and to Municipalities under the Self Liquidat- 
ing Project Act, while the increase of $50,000 in the Lands and Forests 


Department results from increased sales of Public Lands. 


CAPITAL — 


EXPENDITURES 


Payments on Capital Accounts for the ensuing year are expected 
to total $58,237,605, which is an increase of $925,850 over the current 


year’s estimate of $57,311,755. 
The details by Departments follow: - 





Estimates Estimates Increase 
Department 1955-56 1954-55 Decrease* 
Agriculture 5 tee A cc ee, ee ed | $ 4,108,300 $ 4,518,940 $$ 410,640* 
Education oe SE EY ORS BAIN ayer Tee 60,000 20,000 40,000 
PDEA Ce 22: eae Rae tei ied MURR eboney rt NY RE Se 13,377,865 10,767,985 2,609,880 
TTOasUry fe A te ee RAR DUS PRR se 10,000 25,000 15,000* 
Lende and Worestsa OST Cote) 2 oie Sh eptiertes 7,000 119,000 112,000* 
Bighwa'ys.... occ. t aoe ool 4. Bile RL ee 40,674,440 41,860,830  1,186,390* 
* $58,237,605 $57,311,755 $ 925,850 





A net Increase of $925,850 
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The amount allotted to the Department of Highways is 
$40,674,440. This amount will provide for the continuation of the 
Government’s comprehensive program to provide the Province with a 
network of all-weather highways, and will be allocated in the follow- 
ing manner: 





Increase 
1955-56 1954-55 Decrease* 
INTE 1 Bid Wy pein JOR See wee aloe es maa? Seen ose See $29,046,900 $30,329,010 $1,282,110* 
“1 yrs OPW arto Fa Mh TD RS Seep ec Sed eee SI a mee 6,037,665 6,409,980 372,315* 
oso caecsn nnc senor tenner nen dnnrnencavonanodenpentensventenanwsnnnnsubaerostos 5,000,000 4,500,000 500,000 
POSSE rSt coed a eee RR cE ee cada Bae wow darecaa anaes oteeead renin aantebteese 12,000 25,000 13,000* 
PSB eT] Sa 6) lees Se ae a a SoS eee EE San 577,875 596,840 18,965* 





$40,674,440 $41,860,830  $1,186,390* 


Under the Trans Canada Highway Agreement, an amount of 
$3,000,000 will be recovered from the Government of Canada. 


The appropriation of $4,108,300 for the Department of Agri- 
culture, includes an amount of $2,270,000 for the further development 
of the St. Mary’s and Milk River Project and the Bow River develop- 
ment will require $961,000. A further sum of $100,000 is allotted for 
the clearance of encumbrances on lands in the St. Mary’s district for 
land settlement purposes, and $150,000 is required to provide the first 
year water service without charge. 


The construction of minor projects widely dispersed over the 
Province, various irrigation and drainage projects, will require 
$350,000. 


The Department of Public Works is provided with $11,623,100 
for the construction of public buildings. This amount is mainly 
allocated to the following projects :— . 


To continue construction at the Deerholme Institution at Red Deer..............----...------...- $ 700,000 
To complete the Admission Ward at the Oliver Mental Institute-...-......-...---...---.---------- 500,000 
To complete laundry building and commence construction of a new ward at the 

Pa RTER SNE lnt rl A ela, 2 wedi pea Bere ie le eked AEE Sail See Seeoek AR, Aneenek: Peres 370,000 
For continued construction of the Poliomyelitis addition at the University Hospital —. 1,000,000 
To complete the Oil Conservation Building at Calgary..........-.----..------------------------------------ 400,000 
To commence construction of a new administration building at the University of 

Ae ee ee et a 2 oe a ae, ens ee eee ae ee 350,000 
To complete construction of a greenhouse and alterations to University of Alberta 

AFD Pas dee pale 1 ecpealO ata ch PP ll Bata i ep it hs AA ae Moa or a ee 377,600 
To complete construction of a Research Laboratory at Edmonton. ._...-....-..-------------------- 400,000 
For completion of the Highways Building at Edmonton.__._.....-.-..-.------------------------------------ 400,000 
To complete the new Treasury Branch building at Edmonton..........---.-------..-------------------- 175,000 
To continue construction of the main and service buildings and auxiliary buildings 

Atathe belmont Rehabilitation. Centres secs eet ecto ess ee Ol he ets 757,000 
For construction of Provincial Golden Jubilee auditoriums at Edmonton and Calgary.. 2,500,000 
To complete the Education Building at Calgary. _......---2-------2-2s-.ces-cee sane cennneeereenconenanenecnnens 479,100 
To construct a Provincial School for the Deaf at Edmonton........_...---...--------.----------------- 440,000 
To commence construction of a new gaol in the Calgary area....—-.-----.--------------------0+---+---- 400,000 
Other necessary public buildings throughout the Province........--.-.-...-.------------------- bh seat ce 2,374,400 


$11,623,100 


——-——_— ——__—- 





As in previous years, I have prepared a table showing, for com- 
parative purposes, the revenues received from the sale of Crown 
Petroleum and Natural Gas leases, Royalties on oil production from 
1948, and have also shown the amounts expended for capital construc- 
tion, during the same period. 
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RECEIVED FROM OIL DEVELOPMENT, SALE OF CROWN LEASES 
AND ROYALTIES 


Provincial Lands School Lands 








Ye: ee OEE ee nt $10,340,000 $ 200,000 
LORCA eee eterna nee 26,550,000 344,000 
TOROH5 Use eeeene eee eresee coe ace wer 32,768,000 1,550,000 
1G 5h poo Ae ee eee 22,580,000 1,711,000 
GES Ea VANS tyne em et kota re 32,013,000 5,050,000 
AROS} 27:7: SOON, ree. eee pein erneer 66,638,000 5,162,000 
1954-55 actual to Jan. 31, 1955 _.- 49,444,000 1,221,000 
1955-56 estimated. 2-25. pe 43,500,000 2,650,000 

$283,833,000 $17,888,000 





EXPENDITURES ON CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION 





1048-40 xc .n1 eeu Bi. set cer ies B08 3 eee? $ 16,790,000 
LO4QEBD (0 sdepasenebsditeibesteds bn arith damaaee dee 16,757,000 ' 
TOR OHB 1 hae eee oo be ete 23,326,000 
1951-52 ale ise rl OR Re a ee 24,593,000 
WO HBB ck es Sac Sapte ecg ok ee eer oe Mine ee 37,568,000 
[OB ee ee en ee eee oer oe ee 41,129,000 
1954-55 actual to December 31, 1954 ___.....-------..---.. 35,174,000 
LO55-56hestimatectek eet ee eee ere he 2 Pee 52,660,000 
$247 ,997,000 
Debt Retirement for same period....----...-.---.------------- 39,975,000 
TOP ALS 2.2 cc ee ees ee $287 972,000 


The Honourable Members will note from these two statements 
that the Government is continuing its avowed intention of allocating 
revenues from the sale of Crown Lands and revenues from Oil Royal- 
ties to capital construction and Debt Retirement. 


STATUTORY APPROPRIATIONS 


The Honourable Members will note that further sums will be 
allotted to provide low cost loans through the Municipal Capital 
Expenditures Revolving Fund and the Rural Electrification Revolving 
Fund and to the Alberta Government Telephones for necessary 


expansion to keep pace with the increasing demand for telephone 
services. 


The Honourable Members will also note a new revolving fund to be 
known as the Homestead Lease Loan Fund has been instituted. The 
purpose of this fund is to provide loans to homestead lessees for the 
purpose of clearing and breaking land under homestead lease. Loans are 
to be restricted to a maximum of $1,000. Applications for loans 
under this Act will be considered by a Board appointed by the 
Lieutenant Governor in Council. | . 


bx Statutory appropriations totalling $43,000,000 will be allocated as 
ollows: , 


Municipal Capital Expenditures Revolving Fund 


pal Capital Expenditures Revolving Fund icc. coccsccecswcesevneceusncssesebeessesenevesentcteuneeesanssineet $30,000,000 
Rural Electrification Revolving Fundy...) 290!) 91) Oa eee BOL 5,000,000 
Homestéad Lease Revolving ‘Loan’ Fund "......0V 400". oO eaten at Baer tie 1,000,000 
Alberta ‘Government Telephones. 2.42283 avecall one) ee. Lae eee 7,000,000 


$43,000,000 
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MUNICIPAL ASSISTANCE 


I have prepared a statement showing the Municipal Assistance 
provided by the Government for the six years 1950-51 to 1955 - 56 
inclusive, which shows in some detail, the various purposes for which 
assistance has been provided. 


It will be noted by the Honourable Members, that provision has 
been made for direct financial assistance for Education for the coming 
year of $30,260,000. This makes a total of $96,985,824 for the six 
year period shown on the paca 


Direct financial assistance for Health purposes is provided with 
$7,502,400 for next year, bringing the total is the six year period to 
mat.213,3lT. 


For Highways assistance, an amount of $10,475,000 is allocated 
for a total of $42,069,802 for the six year period. 


Grants from the Treasury Department in lieu of taxes, amount 
to $136.500 and Grants under the Municipal Assistance Act will amount 
to $9,015,205 for a six year total. of $36,213,717. 


Further amounts under the Public Welfare, Lands and Forests 
and the Attorney General’s Department, will total $1,680,450 in the 
coming year and total $8,542,074 for the six year period. 


The total of Direct Assistance proposed for the coming year will 
amount to $59,069,555, bringing the total for the six years shown on 
the statement to $208,034.734. 


Indirect financial assistance for the coming year will total 
$7,886,400 and includes medical and hospital care for provincial 
pensioners, maternity cases, poliomyelitis suffers, cancer patients 
and a provision which I have already mentioned, to provide assistance 
for medical services. The total for Direct and Indirect Assistance 
will amount to $236,768,763 for the six year period. 


This very substantial amount, Mr. Speaker, should clearly 
indicate the Government’s desire and intention to assist the municipali- 
ties to alleviate the taxation burden to our people and to maintain a 
position of financial stability. 


In addition to the direct and indirect assistance, further provision 
is made to continue the Municipal Capital Expenditure Loans Revolv- 
ing Fund and to this end, the Honourable Members will be asked to 
amend the Act and to provide a further $30,000,000 for loans to 
Municipalities for capital purposes. 


You will be asked to approve an amendment to the School Build- 
ings Assistance Act. This amendment provides for increased grants 
for classroom construction and also authorizes the Provincial Treasurer 
to finance the debenture issues of school districts and divisions. 


It is anticipated that the Provincial Treasurer will be required 
to purchase $9,000,000 of school debentures during the year. 


The provision for low-interest rate loans to Municipalities and 
School Districts and Divisions, should make it unnecessary for these 
local governments to go outside the Province for any capital require- 
ments and will result in substantial interest savings to our tax payers. 
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The total loans which will have been made during the six year 
period will amount to $149,483,252. 


A summary has also been prepared indicating the assistance by 
the Province to the cities of Edmonton and Calgary for the four fiscal 
years 1952 - 3 to 1955 - 6 inclusive. 
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CONCLUSION 


Now Mr. Speaker, I hope I have been able to lay before the 
Honourable Members a clear and comprehensive analysis of the 
financial affairs of the Province for the three periods with which we 
are at the moment chiefly concerned, namely, the past fiscal year, 
the one just drawing to a close and our estimates of the financial 
requirements for the ensuing fiscal year, together with the sources of 
the necessary revenues. 


From this analysis two unmistakable conclusions emerge to which 
I must refer. 


First, there has not been any attempt on the part of the 
Government to hoard public revenue. I draw your attention to this 
point because, in the course of informing the public regarding this 
matter, only one aspect is given to the operations characteristic of 
reserve funds. Emphasis is always placed upon all additions to the 
fund, but withdrawls or uses to which the fund is put and the balances 
left thereafter, are seldom emphasized. 


To illustrate, may I point out that after all the additions to the 
reserve fund since its inception and after deducting all payments 
and loans therefrom, which financed such things as rural electricfica- 
tion, telephone expansion and municipal improvements, there remains 
in the fund a sum equal to only one-half the amount appropriated for 
the coming year. Half of that you will have observed will be re- 
quired to finance the anticipated deficit and to replenish the several 
revolving funds which must be used for further loans to our municipal- 
ities and schools, etc., as mentioned above. This will leave between 
twenty-five and thirty percent of the ensuing year’s budget in cash 
and bonds, which is not in excess of the minimum amount required 
to maintain a reserve sufficient to insure financial stability in the years 
immediately ahead. Certainly it does not provide a fund from which 
further substantial withdrawls can safely be made without jeopardiz- 
ing the commitments of the immediate future. 


Therefore it must be obvious that there has been no hoarding of 
the revenues of the Province, that the expenditures have kept pace 
with the revenues, that the dissipation of the balance of the fund 
must be prevented and that our financial commitments to local 
paarities have been and must continue to be orderly, generous and 
reliable. 


The second conclusion to which I refer and which also must now 
be obvious to all, is that the revenues accruing from taxation and 
the development of our natural resources, however buoyant, will 
never exceed the constant need for progressive capital development 
and the consistent public demands for more and better standards of 
social services. 


Your Social Credit Government believes the only effective solution 
to this problem lies in supplementing the incomes of our people from 
the National Treasury, not by a mere redistribution of money first 
extracted from the Canadian people and Canadian business by direct 
and indirect taxation, but by a progressive expansion of the National 
Credit through the Bank of Canada to an extent sufficient to make the 
incomes of our people equal to their production during any given 
period of time. 
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Mr. Speaker I move that you now leave the Chair and that this 
Assembly resolve itself into a Committee of Supply for the considera- 
tion of sums to be granted to Her Majesty. 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA 


STATISTICS 














Area: Square Miles Acres 
Toran anes enna eee cece nen nceneee ences eememennnensecensnseseatennnecrenenenanatssaneateesnen 248,800 159,232,000 
Waiter -.--..---n-------0en-ne-n----nsneeesnscen sec eeeceeeecscccsaneeceenaennsescesceasnnsnsnmenacstencsaessectesenee 6,485 4,150,400 

Total. n-----ncsenn-n-neonneenenenen-nennrntnssateneenenen-neeecneneneneetennnenserercsnennecenentcesanensernenes 255,285 163,382,400 
Disposition of Land Area: 
National Parks ......-.---------------+----------0----nsseeonee enn co seen cena teense eetenenceatccacenaens 20,718 13,259,520 
SSA Wis 6D 1 eas 2 es 8 eS ol a Ril pees 2 ene ee 14 8,960 
Provincial Lands, including— 
Leased lands and forest reserves, but not Provincial Parks.................. 135,788 86,904,320 
Alienated lands from the Crown or in process of alienation —--........... 78,313 50,120,320 
TESTE AES 94:1 ae Rein ithe. ASS, SERS en ee ee a 2,296 1,469,440 
Federal lands other than National Parks and Indian Reserves -......... 11,671 7,469,440 
248,800 159,232,000 
1941 1946 1951 

Population: Lani tt mein a — 
Total Population.............. So et Ronee amis Serta meee Maen Tone 796,169 803,330 939,501 
PEsreaeP TT VIE COT) UL LEA tl OT See eect ae ean can a ay Sao hs hagc ee coe -eeetancstqctfans cccce 383,964 335,610 345,222 

Farm Holdings and Tenure: 

Number Of Lars F.—...---nn2n20n2nen-on ene eneen nen nneennnnnecnineneneenennsnes-eanenatanensenenenstnese 99,732 89,541 84,315 


* Up to and including the 1946 Census a farm consisted of all the land in a municipality farmed by one 
person, if the land were one acre or more in size, and produced agricultural products valued at $50.00 or 
more. In 1951, a farm must be th.ee acres or more in size, or from one to three acres in size with agri- 
cultural production valued at $250.00 or more. Furthermore, where a farm was previously designated 
as being several farms by reason of being situated in more than one municipality, the 1951 Census re- 
ported the complete farm as one unit. 


1941 1946 1951 
INS RN SV 003 9 ote ee ee 2 Re ee eee ere Acres noes 43,277,295 41,451,454 44,459,632 
SP EEMPLEd | Dy <0 WO eon eeeeettee see teehee drones i ante: Ata ced . 26,706,328 26,528,931 29,301,589 
Occupied: bysvenant ae Bees Ape OES oe pr erreur ha rere 16,570,967 14,922,523 15,158,043 
brea go yy gave Ml eh aa sre ot eee et ee Seek eee rere te pers semeln oh. sind 20,125,220 20,031,655 22,271,044 
\OEERG Ce Gy 0 eR ec ec eer ee ere en ir ere re en ee eee 12,284,123 12,865,855 14,427,631 
Umimproved land #22. ple abreverherobyes oe areca ioe ss 23,152,075 21,419,799 22,188,588 
Livestock on Farms: 

No. 1952 No. 1953 No. 1952 No. 1953 
FIO LSC Rt eee eae ac 239,700 222,000 Domestic fowl...... oe a 8,420,000 8,280,000 
(CE VC A ee ee 1,754,000 1,910,000 SUG ol Con fst ents le oe 640,000 530,000 
Sheep and Lambs...............- 387,000 432,000 NGEOSG Sees austen aoe 80,000 78,000 
“SNE LEY Sb ee ee oe eee aE AR 1,170,000 1,180,000 VD Joie} a: ee eee eee eee 95,000 91,000 
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GovERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA 


STATISTICS 


AGRICULTURE PRODUCTION 





1953 
Field Crops: 

‘ Production, Bus. Value 
ee a acai aT: 163,000,000 $244,500,000 
Nia BA sts cane ape ran tenses cernneac meee 112,000,000 61,600,000 
Boa dy nn encnnnn segue nnetent sere retrennnenensberentnennennenesnaatonst® 108,000,000 89,640,000 
1 an ee sais eT 9,700,000 7,372,000 
Mixed, Grains sascnnssewsennsnnnnennnenntennnentennsennaennanencaenr’ 2,821,000 1,975,000 
Flax Bee on. acccn asses ---nnennnannecwenentenennn ees sensemtentigarenen 2,000,000 4,740,000 
Forage Crop Seed... ~---------------rscsssssresremsentarenee,  seemronsnsnanas 4,698,000 
PotatOes ..in--cnsctvecedensenncancatsnantecennensennapenennrnnnrnneins 2,757,000 3,529,000 

Tons 

Sugar Beets....-..------------------s-cessnsereesensetesesenerere 422,281 6,009,000 
Tame Hay ..-------------0----cscecscoscenesnecectencenmenenscnenees 2,600,000 32,500,000 
Mifecell se 10 UB ian-cieatncaceanvostnsapesatnacenndst ccuemacndratncere)) 9 oaorree ates 9,441,000 
le Se ee 

Total Value: Field Crops..-.-.-..------------------- $466,004,000 

Livestock and Livestock Products: 
No. Value 

(Oto alee oe RRR ce err ee pro 471,634 $67,020,000 
i Zot eee en eee oe ee Ee Se Sees eeeeree ter 113,676 6,323,000 
Sheep and Lamb3S........----------------------------00-00-° 112,523 1,834,000 
Hogs isnt tee ha ee eee, ee 1,432,438 66,659,000 
Dairy Products. ...-...--2:-2-----s-ssnceestessecseescenseesene  nesennenoutecnas 37,876,000 
Poultry Products....--.-.----<--2--c----scteeceosessennesenersee [0 necescnnerenenne 29,047 ,000 
Honey and Wax ....-..-.-.--:---2sc-cseceecsceeesenceeeecenercene | seetcenecesonane 563,000 
VOL eee ce a a a ee ie eo ec eee 754,000 
dhe gol sesh coNh st dee em nee nip See Nema SrecceSie | Meee ere 2,651,000 
Total Value: Livestock and Livestock Products......-.-...-------- $212,727 ,000 
Total Value: Agricultural Production... .....---..--.-------------------- $678,731,000 


195 4 (Preliminary) 


Production, Bus. Value 
95,000,000 $128,250,000 
74,000,000 51,800,000 
70,000,000 65,800,000 











4,000,000 4,000,000 
3,084,000 , 2,529,000 
2,150,000 5,375,000 
YOR ea Yh 3,497,000 
1,900,000 2,660,000 
Tons 
440,000 6,160,000 
2,000,000 24,000,000 
WOE aber 8,919,000 _ 
$302,990,000 
No. Value 
552,296 $74,245,000 
123,732 6,133,000 
117,459 1,801,000 
1,476,249 66,830,000 
ee eee 38,485,000 
big en Thea 25,122,000 
een este 462,000 
B24 2 Be 819,000 
eee rere 2,481,000 
$216,378,000 
$519,368,000 
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GOVERNMENT OF THE PROVINCE OF ALBERTA 


STATISTICS 


NATURAL RESOURCES 





1953 1954 
(preliminary) 
Production Value Production Value 
Onna POT el» Se ae ee ee ee 76,816,383 bbl. $193,118,494 87,713,855 bbl. $227 872,548 
Natural Gas (Consumption) . 89,651,605 M cu ft. 6,723,870 109,221,000 M cu. ft. 8,191,575 
«ral sce se i 5 9 aan ee 5,917,474 tons 32,110,429 4,859,136 tons 26,349,275 
SUAS Hs al nelle Ie ae ds ee 24,885 tons 601,515 31,568 tons 740,997 
CispSycen ih Weed ots aogee nnee eoeeneetes 3,098,664 bbl. 7,915,227 3,004,087 bbl. 7,685,930 
‘LTDA: ~ ofheenhe eee et ae : 29,263 tons 430,924 32,285 tons 480,528 
TATTLE TUCL AAT EY. Gl a ttesee aeeease ceca reas 7,651,261 tons 5,097,720 7,058,884 tons 5,149,745 
a aay AE he ere one 18,833 tons 84,639 19,460 tons 78,700 
Melee rOGUGtS | fete cceceeersee) | etemanecaene- PRIMO |. gine eee 2,239 ,284 
San vol raV6 REST T gs oe | Soest ee ee eS I Ree ce ee PAD Wes 2 0 nets 6,794 


Lumber—Sawmill Production e 
(Crown Lands)......._ 411,091,000 ft. b.m. 16,443,600 354,000,000 ft. b.m. 14,161,000 


Commercial Fishing..........-.-------- 10,838,705 Ibs. 1,085,898 8,820,210 lbs. 1,149,503 
[hue (OA Yo I br Ce) eres eee nn eee 1,492,729 pelts 1,447,172 1,270,049 pelts 1,190,886 
Motals Natural ResOUrCes 2c sees gec~ eens neneew ea nn we nennnenn $267,196,815 $295,296,765 


OTHER STATISTICS 


£953 1954 
(preliminary) 
1 econo TSENG So eee ee See ee a ee Ce $987,408,000 $932,475,000 
STV REM AR RSG LEN eee $648,561,000 $600,182,000 
Manufacturing Industries—Value of Production....-..-....-.---.---------------------- $548,340,000 $567 360,000 
ilectric bo wer—COnsUMptlON. ———---—-5---e a wnae nner ec cw deeerenceresansene KW Elisa: 1,321,882,000 1,500,875,000 
School Rooms in Operation (June 30th) -._....--.------.------------------c--0-0---- No.: 6,552 6,946 
MIG EOTEV ClLiCles) LACCD SO esse cccc esq eonne—cnc= on cat tanereo pesca sacenep secaecensscennnere=eeensnas No.: 318,812 335,000 
Gravelled or Surfaced Roads and Highways..........-------------------------- Miles: 26,030 29,860 
NN 10S AR cg as oc tnt dec nnn c mngpaninn on heen seeenntaneriee $3 ,975,399,000 $4,584,252,000 
hievoyatlic TRYARR 2 aes ae 20 ee i ae eee RRO ee ree $9.041,687,000 $9,082,402,000 
MEOTISTTUCTION CODULACUS DW EAl CCC ocsccce acc g eee e rca re eg a cecn enone cee mnecendenenssoasentennes $215,010,900 $219,205,000 
OS UE eee eR a one een Cee eres eee oe Miles: 5,736 5,726 
Population (Jume 1st) a. nsnn nen ance snennen nnn sntennneennneenncenennnenenecenee No.: 1,002,000 1,024,000 
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